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A Meek and quiet Spirit. 

A meek and quiet spirit is aet 
torth in the Script ores as one of 
the grandest adornments that 
the child of God and follower of 
Christ can pot on. A mild 
temper sheds a fragrance over 
all minds that may come into its 
presence, as the fragrance of the 
Bweet-Bceuted flower ladens the 
surrounding air with its per- 
fumes, The influence and pow- 
er of a mild temper associated 
with Christian works cannot be 
measured. It ia unfathomable 
like the love and wisdom of the 
benign Father, who gave Hia 
only Sou to the world te cause 
he eo loved it. 

It is the embodiment of the 
Christian grimes and the divine 
attributes, and the very founda 
tion fabric ot peace, and love 
not Bordid. It is the plant that 
bears the peaceable fruits ot 
righteousness, and receives the 
dewB ot heaven and the fertiliz- 
ing influences of the good Spirit, 
, Seeing then, that a mild tem- 
per ia a moat desirable possess- 
ion in the sight ot God and the 
presence of men, and within the 
reach of all, why should we not 
make it a possession of our own 
being, and strive to excel in 
pleasing the tastes of angels, and 
the desires of our heavenly 
Master ? 

The great work of life is to ap- 
proach the character of the heav- 
enly inhabitants, that when we 
go into the presence oi the re- 
deemed assembly, we will be us 
one ot the number having like 
dispositions and desires. If we 
are born ut God, there is evi 
dence that we have in some de- 
gree the attributes of him who 
U spiritual : but if we call our 
selves his children and do not 
the works that godly children 
do, then we deceive ourselves 
and continue with the beggarly 
elements ot the world. The 
flesh still rules and we are sub- 
jects of the kingdom of Satan, 
instead of the Kingdom of God, 
The Christian work com- 
mences at home. The field of 
our own heart needs to be 
cleansed ot evil weeds that the 
good seed may grow therein ; 
and then we are to adorn our- 
selves — with modesty, with a 
subdued temper, mildness and 
gentleness. If we do this we 
shall be a pri2e plant in the 
vineyard of the Lord aud yield 
fruit in abundance — to His 
names honor and glory. 


rect "meaning of many passages. 

Salvation very frequently 
refers to the cancelling of oar 
past sins, and not to the com- 
pletion of the victory over sin, 
Satan and death. 

By faith we are saved, says 
the apostle Paul, Ami do allusion 
is made to works, as an element ; 
yet we are commanded to work 
ont our salvation, and the apostle 
James looked upon faith with- 
out works aa nothing, as dead. 
These scriptures cannot mean 
the same salvation in the same 
relation. The. apostle Paul re- 
fers to the saving from past sins. 
Hia mind rested frequently in 
the consideration of the great 
favor of God manifested toward 
him, and he felt in the very 
depth of his soul that it was not 
by worke that he had been saved 
from his former sins. He telt 
th t he was incapable to do 
any work that would merit as a 
recompense, a saving from the 
great sin that he had committed. 
Therefore he exclaims, by grace 
are ye saved and that not of your- 
selves; it is the gift of God. 

Salvation to the extent that 
the apostle alludes to, may be 
celled present salvation, as a 
better term is not at command. 
This means to say that the blood 
of Jesus has cancelled our 
former sins, when wo repent and 
seek the pardoning power of 
that blood, and that the right ot 
punishment, on account of pant 
sins, has been surrendered, and 
we stand free before God. But 
here the salvation of grace and 
faith ende, and the salvation ol 
works begin, or we begin to 
work out our soul's salvation. 
Christ, demands obedience, and 
obedience means work, and every 
soul must work to make his sal- 
vation perfect, or secure the 
crowu of immortality — parted 
salvation. • 

To conclude that the work is 
all done, when we are saved by 
faith, and recline on beds of ease, 
is dangerous; for every follower 
of Christ is required to work — 
to work out, perfect, the salva- 
tion of his soul. 


Salvation, Present and Perfect. 
In the study ot the New Tes- 
tament, a proper understanding 
ot the word salvation is very 
important to ascertain the cor- 


A Limited Christian. 

The following very interesting 
communication was published 
in an exchange and we repro- 
duce it on account ot its hon- 
BBty and narrowness : 

"Notice— I was told that my 
name was in the Progressive 
Almanac. This is to certify 
that I do not hold any connec- 
tion with the so-called Progres- 
sives, and will not fellowship 
those who I know have been set 
aside by the brotherhood. 

Jacob Z. Gottwalb. 

Now Mr. Gotwals probably 
wears plain clothes, and for all 
we know is a good citizen and 
in some respects a good Chris- 
tian. He may be an innocent 
man but he has one enormous 
fault ; he has closed his eyes 
and ears against important 
truths. He mint believe his 
brotherhood has the keys of the 
Kingdom, and the entire dispen- 
sation of saving grace ; and that 
salvation depends entirely upon 
obedience to a certain creed, 
which materializes a little each 
year, as the fancies of the ruler 
require. 

Mr. Gottwals is certainly a 
very limited Christian, Hie con- 
ception of God and his grace, 
universe and dimensions ot heav- 
en, and its actual and prospect- 
ive inhabitants must be at par 
with the boy's idea of the world 
before he took a ride of fifty 


miles down the river. He re- 
turned overwhelmed in' awe and 
exclaimed to his rather, that If 
the world waa as big the other 
way «• it is down that way, it is 
a "whopper." | jjj 

Mr, Jacob, Z. Gottwals needs 
to broaden the lone of his mental 
vision that he may behold the 
length and breadth and depth of 
God's love for the human fam- 
ily, and, instead of closing him- 
self in from all who see Christ 
withont looking through Annnal 
Meeting, he should encourage 
godliness wherever an attempt is 
made to cultivate it. He virtu- 
ally makes the "brotherhood" 
infallible as a judge of who are 
Christians. 

Reverence for authority is 
commendable and Christian, so 
I "tig as the authority is from 
God. We are not to reverence 
Satan ; he is to be resisted. The 
practice of holding no connect- 
ion with people outside of our 
own little church is too narrow 
to belong to the broad Christi- 
anity that the Lord Jesus estab- 
lished in the world. It sounds 
like the story of the disciples 
who retured after seeing a man 
doing a work in the name of the 
Savior, They said they rebuked 
him. This ia what Mr. Got- 
twals would do. He will not 
fellowship us, even though wo 
believe the sumo Jesus, receive 
the same baptism, partake of the 
same Spirit, and live a life as 
moral and as fully in harmony 
with the Scriptures aa be does 
live. 

May God give lis grace that 
we may rise above the limited 
Christianity set forth in the 
above notice, aud uot rebuke 
any one who will do works of 
righteousuess in the name of 
Christ Jesus. 


The Discussion. 

Those who are interested in 
the discussion of the soul's im- 
mortality will find both Bides 
tersely presented in this issue, 
and the matter will afford them 
food for contemplation and points 
tor a thorough investigation of 
tbo subject. 

It is now time tor all of us to 
turn our attention to field-work 
of the Master, and essays on 
conversion, " salvation, and re- 
demption, and articles of admon- 
ition to obedience and about the 
beauty, power aud riches of the 
spiritual life, are in order. 


Trashy Literature. 

A law has recently gone 
intoefl'ect in Connecticut which 
imposes a tine of $50 or less, 
aud imprisonment for three 
months or less, or both at the 
discretion ot the court, upon 
every person who shall sell, lend 
give or otter auy book, maga- 
zine, pamphlet or paper, devo- 
ted wholly or principally to the 
publication of criminal qowb 
or pictures or stories of deeds 
of bloodshed, lust or crime. 

This law is very sweeping in 
character, and if an attempt is 
made to enforce it, a good deal 
of nice discernment will be re- 
quired to decide just what is 
principally devoted to the publi- 
cation of stories of crime. 

But, while there are many 
things that will combine to make 
the enforcement of suoh a law 
very difficult, the fact remains 
in all severity and boldness, 
that steps ongbt to be taken to 
check the production of this 
class of literature. It Sows in 


such abundance from eoine print 
ing concern* that (he country' '"a 
actually flooded with it, and It 
abounds in poison that acts <H- 
reetly upon the morale and man* 
hood of the young who fall un- 
der its contaminating influences. 

Many boys, especially in the 
cities, read nothing else, and 
day-dreams of fighting, robbery, 
treachery and deception fill their 
minds and scenes of horrible 
murder torment them by night. 

The youth -who feeds upon 
such vile stuff can never riae to 
true, virtuous and noble man- 
hood. It is a poison that dis- 
seminates itself throughout the 
moral system, as the effluvium of 
a dead thing fills the air many 
feet around it, and every senti- 
ment and thought that originates 
in the effected mind is adulter- 
ated. 

It is not too soon for legisla- 
tures to lay hold of this matter 
and make taws to check the 
wholesale circulation of this 
claes of printed matter, and dis- 
courage the multiplication of 
establishments designed for its 
production. 


The Mormons have purchased 
a large tract of laud in Mexico 
and profose to populate it. So 
long aa a remnant is left in 
Utah, the possessions in Mexico 
will afford a desirable retreat 
for those who will not obey the 
laws of Lfaia government. 


There must be some agitation 
of the Sabbath question in 
places, judging from the number 
of the Lord's Day tracts, ordered 
from this office. 


There is much originality in 
Bro. Swihart's article on the 
great problem in this issue. 

The Dignity of Labor. 

All labor property directed, 
whether manual -or mental, is 
honorable, aud, in the light of 
Scripture, lie who earns bis 
bread by physical toil, is as much 
entitled to the respect of hie 
fellowmen as he who makes hie 
living by intellectual pursuits. 
The best people, the trne aristoc- 
racyot our country, regard la- 
bor as manly and dignity it by 
personal example, although a 
false pride has long existed 
among the pseudo aristocracy on 
the one hand and the native ra- 
ces in their savage state, on the 
other, neither of which contri- 
butes to higher civilization. 
Both of tbese classes, with a 
strong following from other 
classes, especially among the 
young, repudiate any kind of 
labor as degrading ; and it is sad 
to contemplate the extent of the 
fallacy among the descendants 
of those who have accumulated 
large fortunes by their own in- 
dustry. 

It is hard to premise why per- 
sona, enabled to live in luxury 
and ease, because of the thrift 
and economy of their ancestors, 
should be sensitive about the 
honest methods by which their 
fortunes were acquired, and 
ashamed to enter the walks ot 
life in which their parents were 
able to lay by a competency, 
thereby bringing to their de- 
scendants many comforts and 
opportunities of usefulness. 


A. man must always seek to 
rise above his moods and feel- 
ings, to let them move within 
him, but not allow them to 
storm around him. 


, . A Question for a Lawyer, 

While Hbpu, a young Sand- 
wich Islander was in this coun- 
try, he Spent an eveniag in com- 
pany where aa infidel lawyer 
tried to puzzle htm with difficult 
questions. At lenth Hops said : 
"I am a poor heathen boy. It 
ia not strange that my blunders 
in English should amuse you. 
But soon there will be a larger 
meeting than this. We shall 
all be there. They will ask us 
only one question, namely, 'Do 
you love the Lord Jesus Christ V 
Now, sir, I think I can say, yes. 
What will you aay, sir ?" When 
he had stopped, all present were 
silent. At length the lawyer 
said, as the evening was far 
gone they had better conclude it 
with prayer, and proposed that 
the native should pray. He did 
so; and as he poured out his 
heart to God, the lawyer could 
not conceal hia feelings. Tears 
started from his eyes, and he 
sobbed aloud. All present wept 
too, and when they had sepa- 
rated, the words, "What will 
you say, sir?" followed the law- 
yer home, and did not leave him 
tilt they brought him to the 
Savior. — Word o*f Life. 


How Can I Help to Make Home 
Happy 1 

The following good resolutions 
if adopted, will make home hap- 
py, bright and cheerful : 

1st To make home duties of 
the first importance : not to de- 
spise the very smallest, but to 
perform even it as "unto God." 

2nd. To undertake no work 
outside which may cause the 
neglect of even that "small du- 
ty" at home. 

3rd. To think of the happi- 
ness of others before my own ; 
"tor even Christ pleased not 
Himself," and went away, "leav- 
ing us an example that we should 
follow His steps." 

4th. To try to add to the hap- 
piness of every member of my 
family, sympathizing in what 
gives them both paiu and pleas- 
ure. 

5th. To find out my besetting 
sin, and fight hard to overcome 
it ; for "I can do all things 
through Christ which strength- 
en eth me." 

6th. To remember God has 
formed ray home, and as long as 
He leaves me in it, none but my- 
self can fill the niche in which 
He has placed me. 

Content to fill a little space 
If Thou be glorified. 

7th. To improve the talents 
that God has given me, espec- 
ially those that will give pleas- 
ure or be of use to others, re- 
membering the command, 
"Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God. "—Faith Dd 
Works. 

. m * a i 

May not part of the prepa- 
ration for work be tbe mental 
discipline of imagined postpone- 
ments '.' 

I should like to kill tear, only 
by killing wrong though ; fear 
is but the shadow that always 
follows at the heels of wrong. 

God is at much trouble with 
ua, but he never weighs mate- 
rial expense against spiritual 
gain to one of his creatures. 

To find God in others is bet- 
ter than to grow solely in tbe 
discovery of him in ourselves, if 
indeed, the latter were possible. 

The man to whom virtue is 
but tbe ornament of character, 
something over and above, not 
essential to it, ia not yet a man. 


